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and con- we do not mean. And we forget that His Majesty's fidence, (jovemment stands for the most part, not for the contentious and controversial, but for the great traditions of justice, order and good feeling, on which national life depends. They are there to defend the land, to administer justice and settle dispute, to ensure the maintenance of public peace, to do the hundred and one things upon which every Briton, whether Saxon, Dane, Kelt or Gael is in thorough agreement. Yet of this fundamental aspect of government we have entirely lost sight, and a minister has been known to excuse his lurid language because he ' must let off steam sometimes.' But does he forget that lie is the King's minister not the mouthpiece of a faction, that the idle words he tosses to his audience and straightway forgets, must ferment into -class-hatred and revolution ? Let us at least hear no more of such paltry and unworthy apologies for one of the most serious errors of which a statesman is capable." It may well be that in the government of the future, no minister will be permitted to address a public meeting ; just as it is unlikely that an imperial Premier will guide our policy from the front benches of the Commons. This wild talk is in a peculiar degree harmful now because at a time when Government is supremely necessary it has become supremely mipojmlar. Owing to the unhappy phase in which we are always fated to behold ministers and members of parliaments, they have come jj.Gj^use to represent a narrow faction, and little more. They coercive, have lost what every ruler should have, the power of appeal, because they employ no other means but force, menace, coercion, intrigue. It would be inconceivable that any one but the King should issue a manifesto to the peoples. What a torrent of ridicule and indignation would overwhelm the luckless minister, even the Premier on the eve of a strike, who ventured to plead with the nation; to place in their hands the responsibility for